Please amend the above-identified patent application, without prejudice, as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Amend claims 1,16 and 25 by replacement as follows: 

Method for inf o;!^nation storage and data 
processmgycomprising tne seep or cne^o- inducing or photo- inducing 
double-bond shifts in substituted 
stituted by at least one group 
electron system which is in ooniu^rat 
the [4n] -annulene core, thyk genetat 
different conjugation staxes wit 



-annulenes which are sub- 
ing an extended conjugated K- 
ionywith the 7C-electron system of 
g transitions between two 
least one substituent to produce 



and/or process a mater^ 
physical states. 



^1 having at least two distinguishable 



16. (amended) Substituted [4n] -heptalenes /<f the general formula 
(I) or (II) beingv optically and/or thermal lyyswitchable, based on 
thermal or photoch^ical double-bond 



(R)n 



(R)r 



(I) y <(nr) 

whereby and G?^ represent V^P^^dently from each other 
a hydrogen atom, a substi^tuted o\ unsubstituted Ci-Ci2-alkyl group, a 
substituted or unsubsti-tuted Ci-CiXalkoxy group, a substituted or 
unsubstituted aryl-Ci/Ci2-alkyl grou\ a substituted or unsubstituted 
Ci-Ci2-alkenyl group/,^ a substituted orVinsubstituted Ci-Ci2-conjugated 
alkenyl group, a substituted or unsubstituted Ci-Ci2-alkinyl group, a 
substituted or a'n unsubstituted phenyl group, a substituted or an 
unsubstituted yfieterocyclic group, a cyano\roup, a nitro group, a 
thiocyanate aroup, a Ci-Ci2-ester group being\optionally polymerisable 
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with copolymers, with the proviso that at least one of saic 
substituents and contains a 7C-electron system which yis in 
conjugation with the 7C-electron system of the heptalen^ core, and 



\ 



\ 



•'whereby said [4n] -heptalenes can compriae at least one 



further "kubstituent R being selected from the aboye indicated groups 
with n beaSjg 0-8, 

provided that if one of the at leaffet one further 
substituents^ is an (a) isopropyl group at/the position 9 of the 
heptalene ring\ the substituent at the petition 6 must not be a 
methyl group , anc 

with t\e proviso that heptalenes having the following 
formulae including fcheir valence isc«aers are excluded : 



I \ ^ H3QOOC 



H3COOC 

H3COOC 




H3COOC 



H3COOC 

H3COOC 




H3COOC 




H3COOC 



HgCCIOC' 



H3COOC 




H,COOC 

H3COOC 



H3COOC- 



H3COOC 



HXOOC 

H3COOC 




,COOC 




H3COOC 
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Ph 




H3COOC V 

H3COQC 



\ 



H3COOC-— 



H3COOC 

H3COOC 



jrVJ 




\ H3C00C 




H3C00C 



,cooc 




H,COOC 

H3COOC 



H-COOC 

H3COOC 




Ar^ = phenyl, 4-chloro phenymr 4-methoxy phenyl/ 



H3COOC 
H3COOC 




, Ar^= phenyj/6 



H3COOC 
H3COOC 




H3OOOC 



H,COOC 

HOOC 



HOOC 



CH3OOC- 



H3COO/ 




H3COOC 



H3COOC 



and 
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25. (amended) Proces 
processing by using substituted 
by at least one group comprising 
system which is in conjugat 
[4n] -annulene core undergoing th 
double-bond shifts thus generate 
generated at least two differ 
substituent in selected regi 




ion storage and data 
enes which are substituted 
conjugated 7C-electron 

ectron system of the 
nduced or photo- induced 

sing previously 
ion states with at least one 
medium. 
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